SANDWELL- QUESTION TIME           18/08/11
The event started off with Rohim doing introductions, housekeeping and an announcement of the rules. The panel members then introduced themselves-

The panel members were-
Barbera Peacock- Corporate Director for People (Adult and Children Services- Sandwell Council)

Councillor Bob Badham – Cabinet Member for Children and Families (Sandwell MBC)

Bal Sidhu- Chief Inspector- Sandwell Local policing- West Midlands Police

Adam Price- Joint Chair- Sandwell Shadow Youth Cabinet

Derrick Campbell- Chief Officer for Rights and Equality

Opening Statement by Cllr Bob- 
There’s no such thing as one solution for the problems that have happened. Its the first time riots have ever happened in Sandwell, we’ve had race marches but nothing of this magnitude to see people on the street wanting to cause damage and looting businesses, it’s very disturbing and for politicians to make one liners about punishments for rioters. We’ve got a government now who are talking about ‘Big Society’ but what about the young people who cant get into the society and get their views heard?  A lot of the time young people are the victims, people think these events don’t affect young people but actually they affect young people the most! We need to start realising this and need to make sure that young people are represented understood and can feed into the ‘system’ so we can work together, or there will be more occasions where young people will feel they ‘don’t belong to society’ and riots could occur again. I hope to listen to your views; listening to what you have to see, to listen to see how we can mould our services for you and to listen well and act on what you say by talking to you.
Adam, Chair of Sandwell Shadow Youth Cabinet, then reads out an article he had written-

Today I talk to you as a young person, a young man seeing, and feeling and being majorly affected, like most by the scenes of the past week. Thefts, violence, vandalism and so far as to say murder have gripped us all as a nation, but who is to blame?

Well it would seem the finger is being pointed so eagerly towards my own generation, therefore this begs the question 'how well do you really know us?' 

Speaking on behalf of the elected Sandwell Shadow Youth Cabinet, a representative body for young people in Sandwell, I can openly say we do not fully endorse this behaviour at all, and on the contrary we are disgusted, angry and extremely upset. The riots and violent occurrences have contributed to how strongly we feel, but so have the fair-share of young people that were involved along with the fair-share of the OLDER generations with equal blame and involvement.

Nearly 5 years ago Sandwell's Shadow Youth Cabinet was established as a consultative body for all young people who live in Sandwell, since then we have worked effortlessly to promote positive images of young people, through local media, awards ceremonies, funding positive activities, and shaping the very youth service we use to our advantage. Massively we have attempted to breakdown tokenistic methods and values adults and professionals hold with us, to remind all WE ARE HUMAN!! Yes we are young but only responsible for our OWN actions, not those around us, we can only influence change in others.

With this in mind we will be working to rebuild our communities and attempting to regain the trust and relationships between young people and everyone else equally affected. At such a difficult time I advise we unite and stay as one, Sandwell is a place to be proud of.
Please note: Below are comments that may have been cut or written differently to help it flow. 
In attendance- 50
On Panel- 5
Host- 1

Q1) why did the riots happen? Impact on Communities. 
Audience Comment 1: started due to boredom
Audience Comment 2: change / cutbacks in youth events/ EMA and tuition fees have angered young people. When riots in Tottenham happened other young people seen this as an opportunity and there were copy cats across the country

Reply from Bal: most young people add value to communities, however in terms of what happened- it was mindless and there is no justification for looting and rioting and affecting other law abiding citizens. Sandwell is investing quite a bit in youth services!

Reply from Barbera: ‘I do not think young people are the problem, they are the solution’. Majority of YP did not take part in this and those who took part didn’t actually know what they were getting themselves into. I’m not condoning their behaviour but I feel sorry for young people who will be undergoing the harsh penalties because they didn’t stop and think twice. As of 5pm 17th August, there were only 9 young people who were charged, a very small number! ‘9 is not large’. Nationally only 24/25% of those charged are YP under 18. 

Rohim: will cuts in youth services mean that riots will happen again?

Issues around EMA and tuition fees are set nationally and not by local government, you have to have your say by choosing what government parties you choose when using your rights to vote. The cuts that we have been made so far are in the management of the youth services, all frontline services are protected and have not been cut. I’m not convinced that the youth service now is fit enough for young people; we want them to shape it more!

Rohim: thanks for that; let’s go back to the audience

Audience comment 3: by making cuts to youth services, do you not think it will affect us because we won’t have any youth workers to go and speak to etc

Reply from Bob: you can get into a political debate with questions like this and officers of the council are political neutral and I don’t want to start getting too political, instead i want to hear what you say. You read about the cuts in the media etc

Adam: some council now don’t have youth services

Rohim: so is there a lack of information?

Reply from Bob: I hope not because then the youth cabinet comes in and should be speaking to young people in Sandwell. We’ve protected frontline services; there were 27 managers, now there are only 13. Cuts have occurred top down. If that’s not working we need to hear from you, it would be a good idea to enter into a debate with myself and cabinet member for leisure, culture and young people, don’t forget this is just the first round of cuts. The budget in education has been cut by 84%. This is just the start of the process hence the voice of YP is important and getting your views across nationally is very important, you need make your concerns nationally as these cuts will affect you. Cuts will occur for the next three years. You need to use your lobbying powers.

Rohim: let’s go back to the audience

Audience comment 4: Education, the government, parenting and young people have all a shared responsibility for the recent riots that took place. If you look at education, not just in Sandwell- there is a lack of ambition, if you don’t have support form families, from behind you, its hard to see the future. YP that took place in riots will sit in the jail, however if you look at the MP’s expense scandals they were let off easily, if the law is harsh on young people, it should be harsh on MP’s too!
Reply from Derrick:  firstly, congratulations to those who got their grades today and condolences to those who may not have made it, but it’s not impossible. I think what we need to do, is be clear about what happened last week in Tottenham, London and to look at how things were treated. I believe it was opportunistic violence by a group of predominantly young people. The vast majority of YP are good kids who were just as horrified as we were. There was no political argument or any excuse of EMA cuts.  Although I’m an advocate for YP I won’t stand here and say I support them. I want to see what made young people feel that it was ok to behave like that. We need to have a strategy to deal with YP who feel excluded. 

Rohim: what about the original comment about differences in punishments for MP’s and YP?

Reply from Derrick: It was the greedy MP’s and bankers who took money from us and were given a minney mouse sentence. The current and former PM had to pay back and if the political elite can still be in office then where does that leave people thinking?

Audience Comment 5: you see on the news about different stories about how the person shot the police etc and so many stories going around. Riots in the past made sense, however this was an act of stupidity. Families in the community of Tottenham were upset because a man was shot and he did nothing to the police. People in Tottenham went to protest about the killing- wanting an answer from the police and others took advantage of this and started to riot.

Reply from Bal: it is unacceptable to ruin businesses and thanks for looking out on the actions that took place, I can speak to about personal experiences after today, however is there anything that young people can do to help us, is there a way to get information out quicker?  Anything we cold do better?
Comment from Adam: there is no such thing as healthy democracy in schools; this is where education fails young people. Would things is we had votes at sixteen? We should be taught more about politics and taught things at school about voting etc then voting at 16 would be brilliant and YP would have the chance to vote and have their say. A lot of YP were upset about broken promises. 
Audience comment 6: I been told budgets for youth services are cut by 50%
Reply from Barbera: this is incorrect, we should be proud of what we have in Sandwell; we have more leisure faculties (swimming baths) than any other local authority. Let’s join with you to make it better and the things about there are nothing for us is negative. 
Audience comment 7: you said that these riots were not about EMA; however it is one of the issues because it affects YP in terms of getting to education facilities etc and being able to support themselves with educational materials. There is not enough adverts/ not enough information about youth services etc and decisions being made by the government is affecting young people.

Audience comment 8: there’s a gap in young people- 14 years and older etc are different YP. We don’t want parks to play in- were not in kids. If you look at Sandwell, it is statistically deprived, although the system is in place for the whole of the UK, 9,000 pounds for uni is a lot but there is nothing to help achieve goals etc, connexions are no good, and there is not a lot of belief in young people. 
Reply from Derrick to comment 7: I completely disagree with the elimination of EMA; I did not say that they should have scrapped EMA, what I said what the riots had no political agenda! I am annoyed that EMA is cut; I see it as an attack on young people. 

Reply from Adam to comment 8: I also had no good advice from connexions; they looked down at me when I said I wanted to do drama. I also said I wanted to be an artist; I did this on my own in schools and teaching art. YP need to volunteer and learn from their experiences by utilising what they know best and this isn’t taught in schools.

How can we move forward? 

Audience comment 9- Not to moan about what’s happened, but to focus on the future. ‘Don’t move with the stupidest, before the riots, we were losing jobs, we were facing cuts, we have to go back to living with realities. We need inspiration for young people, for example, YP working with other YP to record music etc.

Audience Comment 10- Parenthood is very important these days, however the government haven taken away all authority from parents

Reply from Adam: Parents give too much freedom to children 

Audience comment 11- Rights from parents etc have been taken away, cant do anything to your child because of all these rights, so what can parents actually do?
Comment from Adam: YP need to be role models for other YP- to inspire YP. Share information between YP.

Audience comment 12- i agree with Adam, teachers need to teach YP about the right message because YP are at school for a long time. 

Audience comment 13 - should the parents suffer from what their children had done?

Reply from Adam- it is fair to give punishments to those who took place in such activities, however it should not affect the innocent family members. How good a parent they are is up to them.

Comment from Bal: those who took part in riots will be dealt with robustly, and this is happeneing as we speak.

Comment from Bob: I want YP to be more in control of budgets in youth services.

Reply from Adam: we did have money once, but it was taken away from us.
Reply to Adam from Bob: its not about us giving you 100k to have a party but to help you help us shape services. It will be done in a constructive way to commission your own services. 

Audience Comment 14: a response to riots from David Cameron was to give more spaces for YP to take part in the national citizen service, what do you think of this? 

Reply to comment 14 from Adam: its a great idea

Reply from Barbers to comment 14: it good but it wont work for others, YP is not a standard group and YP are all different, we need to work on individual needs

Rohim: what have the panel members got from today?

Adam: inspiration
Derrick: YP are our future and glad to see the level of maturity, if they can help their peers, it will be good and I’m impressed with the questions and comments for today
Bal: spreading the message of positivity and communication is a 2 way thing, I’ve taken away a lot of good stuff! 
Bob: I support votes at 16, but you need YP to challenge. It wont happen in 5 minutes but you need to stick to it. I think the police have done a great job in looking after this and especially having pressure from political figures. 
THE END!
